Dawlish Warren ringeadngreport: 2015

Lee Collins

Introduction

This ighe third consecutiveear in which a ringed recovery report has beampiled for Dawlish Warren
Recording Aredts aim as in previous yedsto document thevolumeandvariety of ringed birds obseed
over a calendayear.Thisongoing endeavour is another facet help emphasisthe importance of the
Recording Aredt@ also hopedhat it will encourage a broadenterestto an aspect of birding that tmany
areoutside their regulaactivities.

To those whaead this anddoy’ Q i { y1and notvaSvarden onsitdyave no formal training, nor am | a
ringer, just an avid birder whose passion for birding Dawlish Wa¥ii¢Rhas no bounds. Anyone interested in
birding can do what | daseriously & not rocket scienceé.amno different to any otler birder, perhaps only
my mindset in seeking out such birdsts me apatrt.

My efforts have also attracted great interest from the BTO, so much so they asked &snitell articledr
0§KSANI 5SY23 0 f at:EbtoKnSinNgDIO0Spoticd &/200 508/ xemplarpatch-working.html

| do wish to put into context that althoudghspend all my birding time at Dawlish Warren NNR, all of my efforts
FNBYy Qi LJzNBt & T2 0dzaThdtidediftatd@sahis B & lardeghed, 35 d&@RthedaktNatsa
congder myself an ardent patch worker, thus have to combine suatertakings within my morenainstream


http://btoringing.blogspot.co.uk/2015/05/exemplary-patch-working.html

birding exploits. Finding a balance between doing this, along with bitdatgncluded finding Great Grey
Shrike (a new species for site), at least one Pectoral Sandpiper and a Caspian Gull duringd2dfiéking
severathousandcountsannually which are submitted to the BTO and Devon Birdbthe odd bit of
photography

The picture belovis of two rings that adorn my binoculars, both are from Great Blaaiked Gulls. These two

ringsare the only ones from my 73#e-2015reads wlich account for dead bird§ he left rings called a

darvicring (ringused & t 2 NIt FyR | F NDP2dzNV gKAES 2y GKS NARAIKG | YS
much easier to read in the field, while the metal rings take a lot neffi@t. Most metal rings hae seven

digits embossed on thenwith British administered ones starting with two letters followed by five numbers.

.dzi L a @2dzQf t 4SS ebMNBrivapsifokirSligitsiandwatidiBm & sinhfleangie K atiy

if watching amotionlessNE 2 a G Ay 3 h&adSNOI GOKSNI Ay FTNRYyd (GKS KARS® ¢
bird to be close enough, somewhat mobiendin many cases require sondegree of patience.

Finding a ringed bird is obviously possiblg ime of the year, raking thisa twelve month a yeapursuit,
althoughduring the spring and autumn | along with my fellow patch workers thiedbatch as hard as
possible. felure of finding a scarce or rare migrant still the ultimate reward for all tHusedreds othours |
spend onsite.

It seemedogicalfrom the orsetof 2015 to challenge myself in makingather conceted effort in pursuing a
decent yearof ringedrecoveres The targetsl set myselind the challenges they preseptovideme with
additional motivation to such an extenit@ almost become m¢a 2 Rdza h LISNI} Y RA Q

Getting over 100 differentingedindividualsover a calendayear may seera tall orderto many, but after my
experiences ovethe last two yearsdts taught me thatwith enough onsite attendancie shouldprovefairly
straightforward.This would be my minimum baseline

Additional targets also worth pursuing involved hopindind and read rings on morhan the 21 different
species asoted in 2014 this | know will be a very big challengdus with anow sizeable collectionf
recoveries to my namendeavour to findmy 500" individualonsite, & of the end of 2014 it stabat 333.This
maybeasking a bit too muchnd| could lessen it td00or 450, although 500 does appeaid with another
strong yearthis maybepossible although 2016 seems thegical outcome for this goal

F'Yy20KSNI G NBS(G O2 ydét&ilslagh 2002 recévidded dires, altiughRain @wate GhénGgh

correspond¢’ OS A GK w23ISNI { 6AYy TSy 44bfetrafis throOghCardn Refititg YA & Ay 3 Rl
between 19762004 which in due course | hope to acquife2 NJ G KS wS 02 NRA. ¢fthe TDOER dzLJQ& R
held in my daabase | account for 722 of ther®84 of thesebeingmade during2014. So with another

productive year ahead it should see me reach aeotmilestone of making my,Q00th read onsite.



Afew choice findslso remain a key objective QR RSTAYyA (St & tA1S (G2 RR (22 Yeé
2013.1Q BIsolike toaddto the two CommonTernand single Little Terrecoveries from 2014, both

noteworthy finds, the former the firs€ountyrecovery in 25 years and latter a Countytfit® o
experiencecabumperF S &SI NB NBFIRAY3I {IYyR6AOK ¢SNYya yR LQY K2

AnevengreatetINA T S g2dz2 R 65 'y | NOG Aséen & Braladoutin@ &g fof $ig S NI F NB Y
speciensite sothisremainsa longshot indeed. Finding them onsite based on the frequenf my visits

Ady Qi ILORRESEISSGN G2 Sy O2dzy i S MihdughdhevasibagdyNgd ¢ GAYSa SI1O
observations account for feeding birds offshanepassage birds on @awatch¢ K S& QNB  &lg Ay FNBIj dzSy
observed from the hidethat finding anylike thisare noteworthy ThereforesF A Y RAy 3 2y S dalsol G Qa N&R
close enough to read would be a tremendous cogpas. R2y Qi 0SSt AS@PS G(KSNB KIa S@S§
County for this species.

To finish off my thoughts on the forthcoming yesome new additions would be vi&r ¢ St O 2réa8ringsL Q @ S
on 27 specie®nsite althoughhave yet to finda ringed Redshank or Whimbrel, thedeemedmy commonest
siteomissions Sol & & 2 daflfhvesavBr&targets to aim forover 2015.

L QR @A & Adélodcks®nslaghrig 8vera, ¥29hourscoverage angresent overl95high tides.n the
context ofsucheffortsit@ this latter figuravhichwould have the most significampact on myrecovery
work, as if8 during thesesuchoccasions in which practilly all my reads were acquired.

L ®=Rord ringed recoveriesn 124different dates, accounting fat6 different species, making total 0f429
identifiablereads,involving219different individuals(this includingthree Dutch birdd still await details o), of
which72.1%(158 were new readgor site. Comparisonsvith my 2014efforts are as follovg- 230 visitup
11), 384 readqup 45), 188individuals(up 31), 21 speciegdown 5).

ItQ@worth highlightng that between mieNovember through to early Decemblwas birding in Ethiopia, hence
three weeks of nosbirding onsite. An eellent time was had, yet thebsencevould show | lost almost 6% of

my annual birdig availability. Byising data from the same period during 204 2 dzf R Ay RAOF GS L QR
be 18 reoveries down.rl fact just one ringed bird, a GreBtackbacked Gull was recorded in my absence.

2015 Warren recoveries
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Adetailedbreakdown of the214individualsshows93 were darvic readsvolving ten different specied3
colourring readgSanderlings, Ringed Plovarsd a Curlew) threbearing coded flag&ll Ringed Ploversind
110metal ring readsOystercatcheraccountng for 76 of these

Highlights are numerous, my second ever Roseate Ternaedainlystands out, as does my second ever Grey
Plover read, both being metal ring readénding my first ever darvic ringed Dunlin vedsomemorable, as
wasrecording sixdifferent colourringed Ringed PloverTwo particular species had a bountiful year in regards
the sheer number of ringed recoveriaad thesecertainly nvolvedsome ofmy greatest concerteéfforts.
Findingseveralcolourringed Sanderlingsmost noably during May and Sandwichrifie during July and

August. In terms of reads both beingcorded atlevels never witnessednsite beforeandtherefore maybe

hard to replicaten future years

Another interestingneans of assessing my recovergrk during 2015s to look at thewhere my findsvere
originallyringeditd K2 6 4 L Q@S TI2EAY RT SMNBIRE TANBYWINR SA 6SEOf dzRA Y 3
map to illustrate from where
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There is also thknowledge | have gained atide fact | now look much harder at our commoner species

onsite. 1dy Qi LINRPFSaa (G2 0SS Iy SELISNI Ay G KAfieelyoAvghatR 2 F 6 A N

LQO@S dodérdNdilie hdpe it will encourage them to at lédsok for and report their own.

¢KAa &SINLQOS YSUAOdz 2dzaft & NBO2NRSR y2id 2dzad GKS y dzy

has not been done solely for ringed recoveries, morenfgrown purposes, although such data can be used
and is incorporated into a useful graph as shdwvetow.
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recorded visits & hours spent onsite during
2015
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Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

Hvisits | 17 16 17 32 33 13 27 29 15 16 10 16
H hours| 83.20| 64.55| 77.45|138.30148.10 53.30(121.30155.4Q 75.40| 87.20| 46.40| 76.30
Oreads| 35 17 10 8 15 4 58 112 | 33 57 32 48

A great deal can be gleaned from the table that incorporates both visitationbiamd spent onsite each
month. My thought process$or doing this allowsne to evaluate by statistical analysis some degree of ratio
between reads to visits or reads to hours spent onsite per month. The table below has taken the relevant
information and gives me a better understandinigndat months are more productive in terms of reads to
visits or reads to hours onsite.

2.06
readsper 1.06 059 025 045 031 215 3.86 2.2 3.56 3.2 3.0
visit
1 per
2hr:22 3:49 746 1718 952 13:22 2:.05 1:23 2:17 1:31 1.27 1:35
mins

Statidics are of course useful but do not always paint the whole picture. Other variables not highlighted or
indeed measureable must be borne in mind. For every lhoab¥fsite | am not always in a position or actually
looking for ringed birdgjdal bias i.e fgh tides, or perhaps better to state larger high tides as opposed to neap
high tides invariably dictate any such involvement, asgdtime spent onsite doing nening reading atvities

such agyeneral birdingseawatchingr to a lessedegree the oddit of photography.

The chartbelow is used to illustrate a breakdown that focuses purely on reads as opposed to individual birds.
LQ@S Ay adttrBeSears arfd @ interesting to see that each year generally correlates closely month
by month. Thigsimeframe is perhaps comparable year on year if based purely on my dedicated approach to
finding such birdsAlthough additional factorswst be borne in mind when analyg this, factors such as:



1 the amount of birds ringed withdientifiable rings in the field increases year on year

1 dependant on the number of visits madar,amount ofhours onsite. Year upon year my onsite
attendance continues to increase.

1 the acquisition of my new Swarovei Xscope in December 2013 hishashad an noticeableimpact
in my ability to readh ring, especially metal rings

1 Its also safe to state thahy desire to seek out and read a ring on any given bird continues to grow
year on year.

1 Three week absence in November 2013

1 Three weelabsene between mid Novembe through to early December 261

My ring reads at Dawlish Warren
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Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2013 4 5 12 1 6 0 37 27 26 23 5 45
2014 13 23 6 13 7 8 56 | 129 | 38 28 26 37
2015/ 35 17 10 8 15 4 58 | 112 | 33 57 32 48

ItQ of no coinciderethat readdluctuate month by morti, season by season. Spring seedrop off from the
first winter, as does the autumn from thexcitement, thrill and it of recoveries duringhe late summer,
buildingonceagain over the second wier period. These dips over the spgiand autumrare generally
accountablen the maindueto my focuson more mainstream birding pursuits.

Soy26 LQR f A1 &ndod@mediggyhefifdingshd alsiBcies by species basis.

Oystercatcher

| like to push myself in many aspects of birdiagprime example of this is cleadgmonstrated in my initial
efforts as recently as 2012 in trying to readd comprehendnetal rings. Little did | realise at the time this
tentative step wouldrapidlyblossanm into what has now become a borderlinbsession.

Since #tempting and securing that first read QridBbecome heavily involved studying OystercatchersThis
recovery was thdirst onsite in four years, aftawo were submitted to the BTGn 2008.Thesubsequenteads
L Qrza8e over the last few years have really givenand everyone involved with the Warreomuchbetter



understanding ofhis speciesespecially theilongevityand fuelled my desire to observad learnevenmore

about them.So much sit@seena significant impact otheir recoveryrateonsitex  + a L Q@S 2482 ¢ | Olj dzA
positivescopereads between S#ember 2012 and yeasnd 2015

Atthe start of 2018%he numberof ringed individuald Q R LIS NA& 2 v $tdodad69 ahdrsb i dednmiedhaS R
logical challenge to work for ny00" this year. fiswasr@be as easy as someamthink,as just two
individualshave been darvidnged birdsall the rest have beencquired througtcarefullyreadingmetal BTO
rings. It wasfurther hampered by the fact that the recebehavioural patterrhas seerthe roosting flock
frequentlyfavouring Finger Point over the conventional islarabstin front the hide, this makingsuchreads
impossible.

Ove the twelve month period throughout 201y endeavours would reach proportions in which both reads
and identifiable individuals would eclipse Gretad,kbacked Gulto sit proudly as the mosecorded ringed
species of this year. The fefatrther enhanced when bearing in mind all iare were achieved agads of

metal BTO ringsot darvics as seen with theilds.

| wouldmakel145recordablereads(althoughl have additionalJr NI A F £ NAyYy 3 NBFRak gl aLl 02
that may bear fruitionkf. 89 in2014 Thesewould accounfor 33.8% of alimy readsonsite this yearIt would

actually involver7 different individuals47 (or 61%) of which were new birdLd®@ot recorded before. The

volumeof individuals notedluring 2015again making a sizeable percentagemyfoverall ringed birds

recorded onsite, equating t85.1% It would also see me reach my objective of finding my"diferent

individualand havenow recorded116onsite in a little over three years.

Oystercatchers reads during 2015
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1983|1989| 1990|1991 1992| 1994| 1997| 1998| 2000| 2004| 2010| 2012| 2013| 2015
H elsewhere 1 1 1 1 1 1
H Exe ringeqi 1 7 8 1 1 10 2 24 | 17

ItQ @ppaent fromthe graphabovethat 92.2%6 ofall my recoveriegare in fact birds that have been ringed

onsite.To some this may not seem of interessdtd manymay question the futilityn doing soThe results may

seem dour when taken in context against species with a longer noigraiattern, or indeeda species demed

Y2NBE WAYGSNBadAy3aIQs &Si G§KSNB dushinvolvémemNBnfihowimieE Ay O2d
listed species iarguably my most importa in relation to recovery work onsite.

By taking a broader outlook it certainly does have its merits. The most obvious is the fact that all were ringed

at least eleven years ago and in this contéshows that this species hastiong wintering site fidelity, with

birds returning each year in late summeotoverg A Y 1 SNJ 2y aA i S® ¢ KA-Breaking®I@ N | GA2Y
long been known througbkuchringing progranmes that this species hasstrong bias towards both wintering

and breeding site fidelity. ® also interesting, to me at legdb note the species longevity



Based on information kindly supplied tiee Recording Group by Roger Swinfen it informethas between
1976 and 208 the Devon and Cornwall Wadera@p ringed 27660ystercatchers at Dawlish Warreasthough
waderringing hadn fact been undertakehere sincel960 The grgh below is used to inform u¥ the
numbers of birds ringed per annu¢dark Hue), retraps (greef, thesebeing birds reaptured during annon
netting. | have also incorporated my reads (not individuals) during thédasyears in redThis clearly
showing arincreasednvolvement year uporyear on my partl see my ongoing work asvéal extension of
the groundworkiaid by the Devon &ornwall Wader Group
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The tableaboveld I 1 Sa | €221 |G GKS -18BocuRidg plrely@$SDawlishRAfarrer daydd y 3
individuals and plotted them against the totals ringed during the respective years of application. My aim to try
to give some impression of the ratietween recat reads plotted against the total ringed per annutinis

conveying some idea of their longevity. It must be borne in mind | have not read every ringed bird onsite and
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so to that means the data will ultimately be flawed. But this information certainly @oes@S A G & YSNA (a @
only recorded one bird from the 144 ringed in 1983gcovery rate ofust 0.69%suggesting fevare now left

alive. Whereas birds ringed more recently during 2000 and 2004 have of course arkighary percentage

with 24% and28.4% respectively

Lnfunable to fathom out why there such a poor recovemate from birds ringed in 1997. Qj@&8l3reads

from the 243 originally ringed, equatirig a recovery rate of onl$.3%%, thisa huge percentage drop from

birds ringed three years later in 20@€corded at24% Suchstatistics ould lead us to conclude thamost but

not allthat live past 1518 years old dramatically weaken and di@f?perhaps the reason for the species

recent cecline stem from this period? Both aeasy conclusionto draw but aré¢oo simplistican approach

and certainly flawedAfter all, it must be noted that practically none caught during cannon netting were

AYYIlF GdzZNBaz a2 | (K2 dzadm the are of-cdpiur® to ubsédient read datekhéfactid S F

S R2Yy Qi KI @S 1y 2 6 ticheR, BeBcekhdwv3ngirtrGelag KVang hajhave lalreadyeen

20 years old wheinitially caught in the netsRinging pullus at breeding sites is a far betteeans of

accuratelyasessingan individua® truelife spand 2 YSG KAy 3 g SQNB & Rf & Ddggieot S (2 |
thistheNS I Ra L Q gidvalmblglayitSdBes alldidganisations such as the BiDstatistically evaluate

onsite longevityespecially based on the volurge¥ NB I Ra L Q@S dzy RSNIi I 1Sy yR &dzy

Oystercatcher, 20August 2015, Dawlish Warren, Lee Collins

MEye gSNB |t a2z | LILX ABRg odlduie plastidnigsigelow, didingeadIatteilgtedra S

andwhite) having a three banding system. Eachwash y3 A &y Qi dzy T 2 NI defdnmibdein e dzy A |j dz
coded darvic rings , therefore identifig an individual on a wasp rimgt 2 y' S Aiényifzdnfirdidgfa® A O

particular birds identityalthough willconfirm it was originally ringed on the Exe. These rings are an important

tool in my ongoing work, as on many occasions a partial metal ringo@abtinedwith an accurate account of

the wasp ring has in many cases led to a successful outcome with tHaabl@help from Roger Swinfen.

Aboveis a pidure of one bearinguch aring. If youlock 2 dzQf f ©6S 6t S G2 &4SS AdQa | -
thick band, over a thin band over a thin band.



To this day during anlyigh tide gathering several dozen birds will be clearly present bearing a wasPfing.

the 116different individuals | have read onsiia the last few year87 (or 83.8%)were Exe ringed birdof
which50were supporting a wasp rind am convinced dozens mostill reman onsite having so far eluded

close scrutiny and this one of the key reasons why | continue to actively participate in attempting such reads.

Despite this impressive hauhy own personal recovery rasdill equates to just3.5% ringed onsitesince

1976 although b counter this it must be borne in mind mortality must be factored in, especially in the case of
our earliest ringed birddf we take amore measured overviewsing data from 198@&ather than 1976)

through to 2004 which bar my one 1983 reahcompasses all my recoveries, then tkeovery rate increases

to 7.42%.

I very much hopé¢hat my desire passion and to some extenty eyesight will allow me continue such
ventures for manyears to come, akbelieve if such monitoring continues over thextfive toten years
undertaken either by myself or perhapy other willing participantst will prove fascinating ankad to some
seriously knowledgeable and valuable datahe context oflongevity.

Of all such reads made onsite during 2015 one bird stands out, although at the time of making the read |
gl ayQi | agamiidatiors HavingisScured theead and already knowing it waxeringed| awaited a
reply from the BTO ssuming it would be another ringestiring 2004 to add to the database. Treply from

the BTO seemedearlyawrywhen they informed me it was ringed in 1983 at Dawlish Warren and so |
contacted them back to point out what | thobigto be a clerickerror. Theireply after making a check was in
fact 100% correct, as thegformed me the bird wasinged on 29 August 1983, although recaptured in 2004
whenawhite wasp anchew ringwas administered to replace thed one.This makes the bird iquestion

over 31 years old, makg thisthe oldestrecovery onsite and one of the oldest recorded Oystercatcher
recoveries in the UK.

Oystercatchers arknown to be a long lived specidhlge ringing of them and subsequent recovery reads an

obvious examplef the benefits ofundertaking suchingingprogrammes® L QR f A1 S (G2 GKAyYy1l Y@
vainand help evaluate thepeces overall status on the Exe and elsewh&ecoveriedike the one aboveare

noteworthy but by nomeans unlj dzS a8 L QR I I5iadvidudls tded Weke bléagt 25 ydarS old

during 2015.

Replies from the BT@t presentfrustratinglyR 2 y Qi A ylying & @atién drlpridr observations
although i® safe to surmisbased on the lack of peoplttempting to read metal ringghat many of my
Oystercatcher reads over the last few years have been first téoeveries despite birds being ringed over a
decade ago.

The picturebelow is of another individual bird of interest to me but in a very different context. Readers may

look at the picture and perhaps question what makes it stand out? It has an identifiable metal ring, one of

dozens upon dozens present., although thisisthtén 2y S LQ@S y20SR gAGK (4KS NAy3
(above the knee joint) as opposed to the tarsus as administered by most ringers.



Oystercatcher, 17 April 2015, Dawlish Warren, Lee Collins

Inthe 2014 report | did discuss this individual, as | was surprised that as a second calendar year bird it stayed

loyal throughout the whole of the year. It is Dutch ringed, my fisgtrseaginged individual (of the.16

AYRAGARdZ £t & L Q@S isisangy oreBfOtNFOBER ald eing Duk)otifigkits presence in

WIydzZ NBE wnamp 6FayQld Ay lyeégleée dzySELISOGSR & AdG F3lLAyY
calendar baffled me when | noted it in April and May 2015, a time when dieafiézens of adult ringed birds

had longdeparted to breeding grounds. An additional observation, my eigtteamas noted in August and

surprisingly ithen went unnoticed for the remainder of the year

| very much hope that by publistg my work on this speciésmay well encourage othetbat visit to at least

try to attempt such readsThere are dozens of ringed birds presemerevery high tideyetA G Qa |+ aLJSOA S &
gets little attention and certainly nobody engagesttempting to read their leg ring$t@ not easy but

likewise not impossibleso why not give it a trmext time you visit?f anybody is successful in makinfuf

readit@ important to submit their read to the BTO althoulgivould vey much appreciatalso receiving

detailsto add to ourdatabase

Sanderling

In total the Recording Group hasw successfully recorde2b different individuals onsite since our first two in
2009. The month of Maigthe key month for locating such birds with fdw found, whilstJuly sees retuiing
birds figure with eight, witlsmaller numbers seen in egdune and throughout August. An interestistgtistic
informs us that just one of the 29 seen onsite was recdréga juvenile, although a better more accurate
account should read just one from the eleven birds noted during late summer.

2015 was certainly a very productive year for finding collr y 3 SR W { the\siRe Sobkiy &nAingrediIE
tally of eleverbirds, myself seeing ten of thenfPutting this into somsort of context 2013 was our previous
best, noting fivel SNBE Q& 'y 2@SNIBBASgs 2F GKS &SI N®



Sanderling (British ringed}1st August, Dawlish Warreihee Collins

Themonth of May 2015 was aoutstanding time for Sanderlings onsite. Counts were made on an almost daily
basis and although nunglss would fluctuate day by day, the counts recorded far exceeded numbers seen from
al@Qa 27T NB Oty fburMa® todlits of two BuRdRed plysomething not witnessedduring this
millennium and peaked with 326+ on the $31a site record count!

Sanderling counts
May 2015 at Dawlish Warren
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10th|11th|12th|13th| 15th|16th|17th|18th|19th|20th| 21st| 23rd| 24th|25th| 26th| 28th| 29th| 30th| 31st
|counts 30| 18 | 69 |140| 85| 54 | 102|126|111|148|115| 70 | 30 |182|260|210| 129| 240| 326

LOQR YIF1S Ay d2GFf oo @A & Aniotingiakdiedening2cgvierfoath hiylyidesy | y &
Such high coveragepmbinedwith other patchworkers onsitensured an almost daily count was undertaken.
With such an abundance of birds passing through site it was perhaps of no surprise thigdéntlgiscanning
through themw&® R 6 S NE 4 | NBoSieeolougingédroirdsakth6uRIi notihgeight far exceeded

RIGSa



my expectationsThese were broken down as two Icelanfticeen flaggedand six from Mauritanidwhite
flagged)

Of theeight noted during May 201 %ive were fully colour ringed, having four colaimgs and an additioal
flag. Of theother threeindividuals, one had a missing flag, another missing a colour ring angasmaissing
two rings. Missing rings it appears is a problem sadlynot that uncommon. Reporting such a bird will in
many instances leatb an unsucessful outcome indentifying it to a specific individual.

Although in the case of these KNBES 6 ANR& LQR 2@SND2YS GKAAXZ YI1Ay3a 3INEF
the metal ring number, which is administeredtte tibia (abae the knee joint) This is by no means an easy
task,especially on such a mobile specilest likewise one that is not impossiblend the only way bensuring a

100%positive outcome irsuch instances.

Our first bird was found on the"@May, staying just a single dayd was in fact our earliest evepring

sighting, beating one found in 2014 by one day"j1@ was ringed at Gardskagi, SW Iceland during the spring
of 2010, ous the first confirmedesightingof it. It had a missing green flapd thiswasprobablythe reason

why it had gone unrecordedor so long.

SanderingMauritanian ringed) 30" May, Dawlish WarrenLee Collins

Numbers would start to build from the 12 with the 13" seeing our first three figure count. Numbers

fluctuated daily from then on, but remaied high and continudto build. Onthe 28z L QR O2dzy i | G € S|t
birds and was delighted to find two more colour ringed birds. Both were fully ringed and both Mauritanian,

ringed at Iwik village, one in 2010, the otherZidll. Neither bird was noted the following day.

Thefourth was found on the 30, it was missing a colour ring yeleintified as an individual ringed during
November 2013 at Iwik village, Mauritarnand also recordeduring the spring of 2014 in Hollanchi¥ bird
wasalso noted on 3%¥and 29 June, its stay of four days making it our longest recorded stayer for site.

The 3% was crazygcrazyday, aO2 dzy i 2F O0ANR& LINBaSyid &dAaA3sSaisSR 6SQR I
count. Within them| found and identified five diffeent colour ringed birds. Four being new birds, three of
which were Mauritanian with an additional Icelandic bird.



With so manyMauritanian birdgsix)found inquick succession it really ¢ma strong indicatiothat the birds
present during the latter part of May had probably wintered in West Africa.

On myvisitonthe 22Wdzy' S L QR  yw#thin& still BigatbekingB.460, bothbirds seen a few days
prior. On my next visit on the @ Juneafter a period of high pressure it was perhaps of no surprise that
numbers had fallen significantlpoting just 26 brds, none ofwvhich were ringed.

| find it amazing that during late May, Sanderlings are still several thousand kilometres away from their
breeding grounds in Greenland yet severabof breeding passerines have already fledged tfiest broods.

Birds reappeared from miduly, numbersvariedday by day although generally a few dozen were seen most
days. Within thenmtwo colour-ringed birds were found onsite in late July, both bearing blue flags. These were
both ringed in Ostgronland, East Greenland during 2013 and | was fortunate to see one of them. During the 23
months between ring application and our discovery neithed lhiad reyistered a recorded observation.

SanderlingGreenland ringed 26" July, Dawlish Warreree Collins

Our only August observation was founddyisiting birderBrian Davies on the $1this being our latst ever

recordedringed birdhy YSSGAy3 KAY |G W2KYy Qinrirgédbi@gndidrmédymds 2 F

about acolour ringed Sanderling S Q R . AiydISngL Q R to lobkRffshore and work the incoming tide we
OdzNIi I Af SR a L RA RyrQit quéstioy. iinitial cany df theibeakSBri e shovie§ 06 A
Sanderling were present, but frustratingly not one with colour rings and aioaa 15 minute period ensued

before it was finally picked up as a small flock landed close to where we were standing. It was fully ringed, with
a blue flag and so basing my assumptions on it being also a Greenland ringed bird as perstsentivoJuly |
confidently relayd this inbrmation onto Brian. Getting home | was therefore somewhat surprised to find the
bird was in fact British ringed, our first such bird and ringefdéptember2013at Hayling Island;ilampshire,

its last recorded sighting made in Shetland in May 2015.

| find it astounding that such wetharked birds can go unobserved or unrecorded, especially in Europe. | can
understand how, with a lack of birders present at their wintering grounds in west Africa or indeed on breeding
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