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Lee Collins 

Introduction 

This is the third consecutive year in which a ringed recovery report has been compiled for Dawlish Warren 

Recording Area. Its aim as in previous years is to document the volume and variety of ringed birds observed 

over a calendar year. This ongoing endeavour is another facet to help emphasise the importance of the 

Recording Area. ItΩs also hoped that it will encourage a broader interest to an aspect of birding that to many 

are outside their regular activities. 

To those who read this and doƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜ  I am not a warden onsite, have no formal training, nor am I a 

ringer, just an avid birder whose passion for birding Dawlish Warren NNR has no bounds. Anyone interested in 

birding can do what I do, seriously itΩs not rocket science. I am no different to any other birder, perhaps only 

my mindset in seeking out such birds sets me apart. 

My efforts have also attracted great interest from the BTO, so much so they asked I write a small article for 

ǘƘŜƛǊ 5ŜƳƻƎ ōƭƻƎΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ-  http://btoringing.blogspot.co.uk/2015/05/exemplary-patch-working.html 

I do wish to put into context that although I spend all my birding time at Dawlish Warren NNR, all of my efforts 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǳǊŜƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǊƛƴƎŜŘ ōƛǊŘǎΦ The tide dictates this to a large degree, as does the fact I also 

consider myself an ardent patch worker, thus have to combine such undertakings within my more mainstream 

http://btoringing.blogspot.co.uk/2015/05/exemplary-patch-working.html


birding exploits. Finding a balance between doing this, along with birding that included finding Great Grey 

Shrike (a new species for site), at least one Pectoral Sandpiper and a Caspian Gull during 2015, undertaking 

several thousand counts annually which are submitted to the BTO and Devon Birds and the odd bit of 

photography.  

The picture below is of two rings that adorn my binoculars, both are from Great Black-backed Gulls. These two 

rings are the only ones from my 722 pre-2015 reads which account for dead birds. The left ring is called a 

darvic ring (ring used ŀǘ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ IŀǊōƻǳǊύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀ ƳŜǘŀƭ .¢h ǊƛƴƎΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŘŀǊǾƛŎ ǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ 

much easier to read in the field, while the metal rings take a lot more effort. Most metal rings have seven 

digits embossed on them, with British administered ones starting with two letters followed by five numbers. 

.ǳǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊŜe or perhaps four digits are viewable from a single angle, frustrating 

if watching a motionless ǊƻƻǎǘƛƴƎ hȅǎǘŜǊŎŀǘŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŘŜΦ ¢ƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜŀŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ǊƛƴƎŜŘ 

bird to be close enough, somewhat mobile and in many cases require some degree of patience. 

 

Finding a ringed bird is obviously possible any time of the year, making this a twelve month a year pursuit, 

although during the spring and autumn I along with my fellow patch workers bird the patch as hard as 

possible. The lure of finding a scarce or rare migrant still the ultimate reward for all those hundreds of hours I 

spend onsite.  

It seemed logical from the onset of 2015 to challenge myself in making another concerted effort in pursuing a 

decent year of ringed recoveries. The targets I set myself and the challenges they present provide me with 

additional motivation, to such an extent itΩs almost become my ΨaƻŘǳǎ hǇŜǊŀƴŘƛΩ. 

Getting over 100 different ringed individuals over a calendar year may seem a tall order to many, but after my 

experiences over the last two years its taught me that with enough onsite attendance it should prove fairly 

straightforward. This would be my minimum baseline.

Additional targets also worth pursuing involved hoping to find and read rings on more than the 21 different 

species as noted in 2014, this I know will be a very big challenge. Plus, with a now sizeable collection of 

recoveries to my name, endeavour to find my 500th individual onsite, as of the end of 2014 it stood at 333. This 

maybe asking a bit too much and I could lessen it to 400 or 450, although 500 does appeal and with another 

strong year this maybe possible, although 2016 seems the logical outcome for this goal. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǊŜŀŘǎΦ LΩǾŜ details on 1009 recoveries onsite, although am aware through 

correspondeƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƎŜǊ {ǿƛƴŦŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǎŀŘƭȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ 445 retraps through Cannon netting 

between 1976- 2004, which in due course I hope to acquire ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ. Of the 1009 

held in my database I account for 722 of them, 384 of these being made during 2014. So with another 

productive year ahead it should see me reach another milestone of making my 1,000th read onsite.  



A few choice finds also remain a key objective. LΩŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻƻ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ wƻǎŜŀǘŜ ¢ŜǊƴ ǊŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

2013. IΩŘ also like to add to the two Common Tern and single Little Tern recoveries from 2014, both 

noteworthy finds, the former the first County recovery in 25 years and latter a County first. IΩǾŜ also 

experienced a bumper ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ {ŀƴŘǿƛŎƘ ¢ŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ нлмр ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǾŜƛƴ. 

An even greater ǇǊƛȊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ !ǊŎǘƛŎ ¢ŜǊƴΦ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ seen a bird harbouring a ring for this 

species onsite, so this remains a long-shot indeed. Finding them onsite based on the frequency of my visits 

ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ LΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ although the vast majority of 

observations account for feeding birds offshore or passage birds on a seawatch. ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƛƴŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘly 

observed from the hide, that finding any like this are noteworthy. Therefore ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƴƎŜŘ ŀƴd also 

close enough to read it would be a tremendous coupe, as L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

County for this species. 

To finish off my thoughts on the forthcoming year some new additions would be verȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ LΩǾŜ read rings 

on 27 species onsite, although have yet to find a ringed Redshank or Whimbrel, these deemed my commonest 

site omissions. So ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ L still have several targets to aim for over 2015. 

LΩŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻƴ 241 occasions, logging over 1,129 hours coverage and present over 195 high tides. In the 

context of such efforts itΩs this latter figure which would have the most significant impact on my recovery 

work, as itΩs during these such occasions in which practically all my reads were acquired.. 

LΩŘ record ringed recoveries on 124 different dates, accounting for 16 different species, making a total of 429 

identifiable reads, involving 219 different individuals (this including three Dutch birds I still await details on), of 

which 72.1% (158) were new reads for site. Comparisons with my 2014 efforts are as follows- 230 visits (up 

11), 384 reads (up 45), 188 individuals (up 31), 21 species (down 5). 

ItΩs worth highlighting that between mid-November through to early December I was birding in Ethiopia, hence 

three weeks of non-birding onsite. An excellent time was had, yet this absence would show I lost almost 6% of 

my annual birding availability. By using data from the same period during 2014 it ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ LΩŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ 

be 18 recoveries down. In fact just one ringed bird, a Great Black-backed Gull was recorded in my absence. 
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A detailed breakdown of the 214 individuals shows 93 were darvic reads involving ten different species, 13 

colour-ring reads (Sanderlings, Ringed Plovers and a Curlew) three bearing coded flags (all Ringed Plovers) and 

110 metal ring reads, Oystercatchers accounting for 76 of these.  

Highlights are numerous, my second ever Roseate Tern read certainly stands out, as does my second ever Grey 

Plover read, both being metal ring reads. Finding my first ever darvic ringed Dunlin was also memorable, as 

was recording six different colour-ringed Ringed Plovers. Two particular species had a bountiful year in regards 

the sheer number of ringed recoveries and these certainly involved some of my greatest concerted efforts. 

Finding several colour-ringed Sanderlings, most notably during May and Sandwich Terns during July and 

August. In terms of reads both being recorded at levels never witnessed onsite before and therefore maybe 

hard to replicate in future years. 

Another interesting means of assessing my recovery work during 2015 is to look at the where my finds were 

originally ringed. It ǎƘƻǿǎ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōƛǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 12 ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ όŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳύΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 

map to illustrate from where- 

 

 

There is also the knowledge I have gained and the fact I now look much harder at our commoner species 

onsite. I doƴΩǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ freely on what 

LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǘo others in the hope it will encourage them to at least look for and report their own.

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ƻƴǎƛǘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

has not been done solely for ringed recoveries, more for my own purposes, although such data can be used 

and is incorporated into a useful graph as shown below. 



A great deal can be gleaned from the table that incorporates both visitations and hours spent onsite each 

month. My thought process for doing this allows me to evaluate by statistical analysis some degree of ratio 

between reads to visits or reads to hours spent onsite per month. The table below has taken the relevant 

information and gives me a better understanding of what months are more productive in terms of reads to 

visits or reads to hours onsite.  

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Reads: visits 
ratio 

2.06 
reads per 

visit 
1.06 0.59 0.25 0.45 0.31 2.15 3.86 2.2 3.56 3.2 3.0 

Reads: hours 
ratio 

1 per 
2hr:22 
mins 

3:49 7:46 17:18 9:52 13:22 2:05 1:23 2:17 1:31 1:27 1:35 

 

Statistics are of course useful but do not always paint the whole picture. Other variables not highlighted or 

indeed measureable must be borne in mind. For every hour LΩƳ onsite I am not always in a position or actually 

looking for ringed birds, tidal bias i.e high tides, or perhaps better to state larger high tides as opposed to neap 

high tides invariably dictate any such involvement, as does time spent onsite doing non-ring reading activities 

such as general birding, seawatching or to a lesser degree the odd bit of photography. 

The chart below is used to illustrate a breakdown that focuses purely on reads as opposed to individual birds. 

LΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ last three years and itΩs interesting to see that each year generally correlates closely month 

by month. This timeframe is perhaps comparable year on year if based purely on my dedicated approach to 

finding such birds. Although additional factors must be borne in mind when analysing this, factors such as:  

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

visits 17 16 17 32 33 13 27 29 15 16 10 16

hours 83.20 64.55 77.45 138.30148.10 53.30 121.30155.40 75.40 87.20 46.40 76.30

reads 35 17 10 8 15 4 58 112 33 57 32 48
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¶ the amount of birds ringed with identifiable rings in the field increases year on year 

¶ dependant on the number of visits made, or amount of hours onsite. Year upon year my onsite 

attendance continues to increase. 

¶  the acquisition of my new Swarovski ATX scope in December 2013. This has had an noticeable impact 

in my ability to read a ring, especially metal rings 

¶ Its also safe to state that my desire to seek out and read a ring on any given bird continues to grow 

year on year. 

¶ Three week absence in November 2013 

¶ Three week absence between mid- November through to early December 2015

 

 

ItΩs of no coincidence that reads fluctuate month by month, season by season. Spring sees a drop off from the 

first winter, as does the autumn from the excitement, thrill and glut of recoveries during the late summer, 

building once again over the second winter period. These dips over the spring and autumn are generally 

accountable in the main due to my focus on more mainstream birding pursuits. 

So, ƴƻǿ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ on documenting the findings on a species by species basis. 

Oystercatcher 

I like to push myself in many aspects of birding, a prime example of this is clearly demonstrated in my initial 

efforts as recently as 2012 in trying to read and comprehend metal rings. Little did I realise at the time this 

tentative step would rapidly blossom into what has now become a borderline obsession. 

Since attempting and securing that first read LΩǾŜ now become heavily involved in studying Oystercatchers. This 

recovery was the first onsite in four years, after two were submitted to the BTO in 2008. The subsequent reads 

LΩǾŜ made over the last few years have really given me and everyone involved with the Warren a much better 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2013 4 5 12 1 6 0 37 27 26 23 5 45

2014 13 23 6 13 7 8 56 129 38 28 26 37

2015 35 17 10 8 15 4 58 112 33 57 32 48
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understanding of this species, especially their longevity and fuelled my desire to observe and learn even more 

about them. So much so itΩs seen a significant impact on their recovery rate onsiteΣ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ 273 

positive scope reads between September 2012 and year end 2015.  

At the start of 2015 the number of ringed individuals LΩŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ stood at 69 and so it seemed a 

logical challenge to work for my 100th this year. This wasnΩt be as easy as some may think, as just two 

individuals have been darvic ringed birds, all the rest have been acquired through carefully reading metal BTO 

rings. It was further hampered by the fact that the recent behavioural pattern has seen the roosting flock 

frequently favouring Finger Point over the conventional island roost in front the hide, thus making such reads 

impossible. 

Over the twelve month period throughout 2015 my endeavours would reach proportions in which both reads 

and identifiable individuals would eclipse Great Black-backed Gull to sit proudly as the most recorded ringed 

species of this year. The feat further enhanced when bearing in mind all bar one were achieved as reads of 

metal BTO rings, not darvics as seen with the gulls. 

I would make 145 recordable reads (although I have additional ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘǎκ ǿŀǎǇ ŎƻƳōƻΩǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

that may bear fruition) cf. 89 in 2014. These would account for 33.8% of all my reads onsite this year. It would 

actually involve 77 different individuals, 47 (or 61%) of which were new birds LΩd not recorded before. The 

volume of individuals noted during 2015 again making a sizeable percentage of my overall ringed birds 

recorded onsite, equating to 35.1%. It would also see me reach my objective of finding my 100th different 

individual and have now recorded 116 onsite in a little over three years. 

 

ItΩǎ apparent from the graph above that 92.2% of all my recoveries are in fact birds that have been ringed 

onsite. To some this may not seem of interest and many may question the futility in doing so. The results may 

seem dour when taken in context against species with a longer migratory pattern, or indeed a species deemed 

ƳƻǊŜ ΨƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΩΣ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ such involvement for this now Amber 

listed species is arguably my most important in relation to recovery work onsite. 

By taking a broader outlook it certainly does have its merits. The most obvious is the fact that all were ringed 

at least eleven years ago and in this context it shows that this species has a strong wintering site fidelity, with 

birds returning each year in late summer too over-ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƻƴǎƛǘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ-breaking. ItΩs 

long been known through such ringing programmes that this species has a strong bias towards both wintering 

and breeding site fidelity. ItΩs also interesting, to me at least, to note the species longevity. 
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Based on information kindly supplied to the Recording Group by Roger Swinfen it informed us that between 

1976 and 2004 the Devon and Cornwall Wader Group ringed 2766 Oystercatchers at Dawlish Warren, although 

wader ringing had in fact been undertaken here since 1960. The graph below is used to inform us of the 

numbers of birds ringed per annum (dark blue), re-traps (green), these being birds recaptured during cannon 

netting. I have also incorporated my reads (not individuals) during the last few years in red. This clearly 

showing an increased involvement year upon year on my part. I see my ongoing work as a vital extension of 

the groundwork laid by the Devon & Cornwall Wader Group. 

 

 

 

The table above ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘǎ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлмо-15, focusing purely on Dawlish Warren ringed 

individuals and plotted them against the totals ringed during the respective years of application. My aim to try 

to give some impression of the ratio between recent reads plotted against the total ringed per annum, this 

conveying some idea of their longevity. It must be borne in mind I have not read every ringed bird onsite and 
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so to that means the data will ultimately be flawed. But this information certainly does ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘǎ ƳŜǊƛǘǎΦ LΩǾŜ 

only recorded one bird from the 144 ringed in 1983, a recovery rate of just 0.69% suggesting few are now left 

alive. Whereas birds ringed more recently during 2000 and 2004 have of course a higher recovery percentage 

with 24% and 28.4% respectively.  

LΩm unable to fathom out why there is such a poor recovery rate from birds ringed in 1997. LΩǾŜ just 13 reads 

from the 243 originally ringed, equating to a recovery rate of only 5.35%, this a huge percentage drop from 

birds ringed three years later in 2000 recorded at 24%. Such statistics could lead us to conclude that most but 

not all that live past 15- 18 years old dramatically weaken and die? Or perhaps the reason for the species 

recent decline stem from this period? Both are easy conclusions to draw but are too simplistic an approach 

and certainly flawed. After all,  it must be noted that practically none caught during cannon netting were 

ƛƳƳŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǎƻ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩƳ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƎŜ Ŧrom the date of capture to subsequent read date the fact is 

ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ƙŀtched, hence know their true age. Many may have already been 

20 years old when initially caught in the nets? Ringing pullus at breeding sites is a far better means of 

accurately assessing an individualΩs true life span, ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƻƴǎƛǘŜΦ Despite 

this the ǊŜŀŘǎ LΩǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǊŜ invaluable, as it does allow organisations such as the BTO to statistically evaluate 

onsite longevity, especially based on the volume ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘǎ LΩǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ 

 
Oystercatcher, 20th August 2015, Dawlish Warren, Lee Collins 

 

Mŀƴȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǿŀǎǇΩ ǊƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ being coloured plastic rings (yellow, orange and latterly green  

and white) having a three banding system. Each wasp  ǊƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ more modern 

coded darvic rings , therefore identifying an individual on a wasp ring ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎient in confirming a 

particular birds identity, although will confirm it was originally ringed on the Exe. These rings are an important 

tool in my ongoing work, as on many occasions a partial metal ring read combined with an accurate account of 

the wasp ring has in many cases led to a successful outcome with the invaluable help from Roger Swinfen. 

Above is  a picture of one bearing such a ring. If you look ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀŘŜŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

thick band, over a thin band over a thin band. 



To this day during any high tide gathering several dozen birds will be clearly present bearing a wasp ring. Of 

the 116 different individuals I have read onsite in the last few years 97 (or 83.6%) were Exe ringed birds, of 

which 50 were supporting a wasp ring.  I am convinced dozens more still remain onsite having so far eluded 

close scrutiny and this is one of the key reasons why I continue to actively participate in attempting such reads. 

Despite this impressive haul, my own personal recovery rate still equates to just 3.5%  ringed onsite since 

1976, although to counter this it must be borne in mind mortality must be factored in, especially in the case of 

our earliest ringed birds. If we take a more measured overview, using data from 1989 (rather than 1976) 

through to 2004, which bar my one 1983 read encompasses all my recoveries, then the recovery rate increases  

to 7.42%.  

I very much hope that my desire, passion and to some extent my eyesight will allow me continue such 

ventures for many years to come, as I believe if such monitoring continues over the next five to ten years, 

undertaken either by myself or perhaps by other willing participants it will  prove fascinating and lead to some 

seriously knowledgeable and valuable data in the context of longevity.  

Of all such reads made onsite during 2015 one bird stands out, although at the time of making the read I 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ramifications. Having secured the read and already knowing it was Exe ringed I awaited a 

reply from the BTO assuming it would be another ringed during 2004 to add to the database. The reply from 

the BTO seemed clearly awry when they informed me it was ringed in 1983 at Dawlish Warren and so I 

contacted them back to point out what I thought to be a clerical error. Their reply after making a check was in 

fact 100% correct, as they informed me the bird was ringed on 29 August 1983, although recaptured in 2004 

when a white wasp and new ring was administered to replace the old one. This makes the bird in question 

over 31 years old, making this the oldest recovery onsite and one of the oldest recorded Oystercatcher 

recoveries in the UK.

Oystercatchers are known to be a long lived species, the ringing of them and subsequent recovery reads an 
obvious example of the benefits of undertaking such ringing programmesΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ 
vain and help evaluate the species overall status on the Exe and elsewhere. Recoveries like the one above are 
noteworthy but by no means unƛǉǳŜ ŀǎ LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 15 individuals that were at least 25 years old 
during 2015.  
 
Replies from the BTO at present frustratingly ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎǳǇǇlying information on prior observations, 
although itΩs safe to surmise based on the lack of people attempting to read metal rings that many of my 
Oystercatcher reads over the last few years have been first time recoveries despite birds being ringed over a 
decade ago. 
 
The picture below  is of another individual bird of interest to me but in a very different context. Readers may  
look at the picture and perhaps question what makes it stand out? It has an identifiable metal ring, one of 
dozens upon dozens present., although this is the onƭȅ ƻƴŜ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƛōƛŀ 
(above the knee joint) as opposed to the tarsus as administered by most ringers.  
 



 
Oystercatcher, 17th April 2015, Dawlish Warren, Lee Collins 

 
In the 2014 report I did discuss this individual, as I was surprised that as a second calendar year bird it stayed 
loyal throughout the whole of the year. It is Dutch ringed, my first overseas ringed individual (of the 116 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘis is only one of two, the other also being Dutch). Noting its presence in 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмр ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻǾŜǊǿƛƴǘŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
calendar baffled me when I noted it in April and May 2015, a time when all of the dozens of adult ringed birds 
had long departed to breeding grounds. An additional observation, my eighteenth was noted in August and 
surprisingly it then went un-noticed for the remainder of the year 
 
I very much hope that by publishing my work on this species it may well encourage others that visit to at least 

try to attempt such reads. There are dozens of ringed birds present over every high tide, yet ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

gets little attention and certainly nobody engages in attempting to read their leg rings. ItΩs not easy but 

likewise not impossible, so why not give it a try next time you visit? If anybody is successful in making a full 

read itΩs important to submit their read to the BTO although I would very much appreciate also receiving 

details to add to our database. 

Sanderling 

In total the Recording Group has now successfully recorded 29 different individuals onsite since our first two in 

2009. The month of May is the key month for locating such birds with 14 now found, whilst July sees returning 

birds figure with eight, with smaller numbers seen in early June and throughout August. An interesting statistic 

informs us that just one of the 29 seen onsite was recorded as a juvenile, although a better more accurate 

account should read just one from the eleven birds noted during late summer. 

2015 was certainly a very productive year for finding colour-ǊƛƴƎŜŘ Ψ{ŀƴŘŜǊōƭƛƴƎΩΣ the site noting an incredible 

tally of eleven birds, myself seeing ten of them. Putting this into some sort of context 2013 was our previous 

best, noting five. IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 



 
Sanderling (British ringed), 31st August, Dawlish Warren, Lee Collins 

 

The month of May 2015 was an outstanding time for Sanderlings onsite. Counts were made on an almost daily 

basis and although numbers would fluctuate day by day, the counts recorded far exceeded numbers seen from 

aŀȅΩǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ²ŜΩŘ note four May counts of two hundred plus, something not witnessed during this 

millennium and peaked with 326+ on the 31st, a site record count! 

 

LΩŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ оо Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ morning and evening to cover both high tides. 

Such high coverage, combined with other patchworkers onsite ensured an almost daily count was undertaken. 

With such an abundance of birds passing through site it was perhaps of no surprise that by diligently scanning 

through them weΩŘ ōŜ  ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ  ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ some colour ringed birds, although noting eight far exceeded 

10th 11th 12th 13th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 23rd 24th 25th 26th 28th 29th 30th 31st

counts 30 18 69 140 85 54 102 126 111 148 115 70 30 182 260 210 129 240 326
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my expectations. These were broken down as two Icelandic (green flagged) and six from Mauritania (white 

flagged).  

Of the eight noted during May 2015, five were fully colour ringed, having four colour rings and an additional 

flag. Of the other three individuals, one had a missing flag, another missing a colour ring and one was missing 

two rings. Missing rings it appears is a problem and sadly not that uncommon. Reporting such a bird will in 

many instances lead to an unsuccessful outcome in identifying it to a specific individual. 

Although in the case of these ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƛǊŘǎ LΩŘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

the metal ring number, which is administered to the tibia (above the knee joint). This is by no means an easy 

task, especially on such a mobile species, but likewise one that is not impossible and the only way of ensuring a 

100% positive outcome in such instances. 

Our first bird was found on the 9th May, staying just a single day and was in fact our earliest ever spring 

sighting, beating one found in 2014 by one day (10th). It was ringed at Gardskagi, SW Iceland during the spring 

of 2010, ours the first confirmed resighting of it. It had a missing green flag and this was probably the reason 

why it had gone unrecorded for so long. 

 
Sandering (Mauritanian ringed) , 30th May, Dawlish Warren, Lee Collins 

 

Numbers would start to build from the 12th, with the 13th seeing our first three figure count. Numbers 

fluctuated daily from then on, but remained high and continued to build. On the 25thΣ LΩŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мун 

birds and was delighted to find two more colour ringed birds. Both were fully ringed and both Mauritanian, 

ringed at Iwik village, one in 2010, the other in 2011. Neither bird was noted the following day. 

The fourth was found on the 30th, it was missing a colour ring yet identified as an individual ringed during 

November 2013 at Iwik village, Mauritania and also recorded during the spring of 2014 in Holland. This bird 

was also noted on 31st and 2nd June, its stay of four days making it our longest recorded stayer for site. 

The 31st was crazy, crazy day, a Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǿŜΩŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ онс ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 

count. Within them I found and identified five different colour ringed birds. Four being new birds, three of 

which were Mauritanian with an additional Icelandic bird. 



With so many Mauritanian birds (six) found in quick succession it really gave a strong indication that the birds 

present during the latter part of May had probably wintered in West Africa. 

On my visit on the 2nd WǳƴŜ LΩŘ ƴƻǘŜ ǘǿƻ ōƛǊŘǎ within a still big gathering of c.160, both birds seen a few days 

prior. On my next visit on the 4th June after a period of high pressure it was perhaps of no surprise that 

numbers had fallen significantly, noting just 26 birds, none of which were ringed. 

I find it amazing that during late May, Sanderlings are still several thousand kilometres away from their 

breeding grounds in Greenland yet several of our breeding passerines have already fledged their first broods. 

Birds reappeared from mid-July, numbers  varied day by day although generally a few dozen were seen most 

days. Within them two colour-ringed birds were found onsite in late July, both bearing blue flags. These were 

both ringed in Ostgronland, East Greenland during 2013 and I was fortunate to see one of them. During the 23 

months between ring application and our discovery neither bird had registered a recorded observation.

 
Sanderling (Greenland ringed), 26th July, Dawlish Warren, Lee Collins 

 

Our only August observation was found by a visiting birder, Brian Davies on the 31st, this being our latest ever 

recorded ringed bird. hƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ²ŀǘŎƘ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ in ringed birds and informed me 

about a colour ringed Sanderling ƘŜΩŘ ǎŜŜƴ. Any plans LΩŘ ƘŀŘ to look offshore and work the incoming tide we 

ŎǳǊǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǎ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛrd in question. Initial scans of the beach from here showed 

Sanderling were present, but frustratingly not one with colour rings and an anxious 15 minute period ensued 

before it was finally picked up as a small flock landed close to where we were standing. It was fully ringed, with 

a blue flag and so basing my assumptions on it being also a Greenland ringed bird as per the two seen in July I 

confidently relayed this information onto Brian. Getting home I was therefore somewhat surprised to find the 

bird was in fact British ringed, our first such bird and ringed in September 2013 at Hayling Island, Hampshire, 

its last recorded sighting made in Shetland in May 2015. 

I find it astounding that such well-marked birds can go unobserved or unrecorded, especially in Europe. I can 

understand how, with a lack of birders present at their wintering grounds in west Africa or indeed on breeding 


